





THIRU. M.K. STALIN
HON'BLE CHIEF MINISTER

“Tamil Nadu Government, will raise the State’s green cover from 23.7% to 33% in the next 10
years. Every sapling planted is a step towards ecological justice”




THIRU R.S.RAJAKANNAPPAN
HONOURABLE MINISTER FOR FORESTS AND KHADI

‘These 100 new Forest Reserves are not merely additions on a map, they represent
strengthened ecosystems, protected watersheds, thriving biodiversity, and climate
resilience for millions. Tamil Nadu continues to lead the country in conservation by
protecting what cannot be replaced. Our duty now is to translate protection into
active stewardship, community partnership, and scientific management so that
these landscapes continue to breathe life into the State for decades to come.”

TMT. SUPRIYA SAHU, IAS
ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY
ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE CHANGE & FORESTS

‘The notification of 100 new Forest Reserves demonstrates Tamil Nadu's unwavering
climate ambition anchored in science, equity, and ecological responsibility. Forest
conservation is climate action, and climate action must be community-centred.
Through this step, we reaffirm our vision of a future where nature-based solutions,
grassroots participation, and strong environmental governance together secure
resilience for both ecosystems and people.”

THIRU.SRINIVAS R. REDDY, IFS
PRINCIPAL CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS
& HEAD OF FOREST FORCE

‘This moment reflects years of field-work, ecological surveys, community dialogues, and
scientific planning by the Tamil Nadu Forest Department and our partners. We remain
committed to safequarding these landscapes with rigorous conservation action,
technology-enabled monitoring, and the tireless dedication of our frontline staff.”



Government of Tamil Nadu Strengthens Forest Protection through Notification of
New Reserve Forests.

The Government of Tamil Nadu has been methodical and steadfast in its resolve
to bring more ecologically significant areas under the category of Reserve Forests,
ensuring long-term conservation of the State’s natural heritage.

As per the provisions of the Tamil Nadu Forest Act, 1882, the process begins with
a proclamation under Section 4, notifying the intention to constitute an area as a
Reserve Forest. This is followed by a detailed settlement process carried out by the
Forest Settlement Officer. Upon completion of this statutory procedure, a final
notification under Section 16 of the Act is issued, after which the notified area
legally attains the status of a Reserve Forest in all respects. From this stage
onwards, all non-forestry activities are prohibited.

Such notifications play a critical role in preserving the ecological character of
forests and in safeguarding the flora and fauna specific to each landscape.

Demonstrating leadership in forest conservation, Tamil Nadu has, from 2021 till
November 2025, notified 100 new Reserve Forests under Section 16 of the
Tamil Nadu Forest Act, 1882. These notifications cover a total extent of 13,494.95.16
hectares, spread across the districts of Dindigul, Dharmapuri, Madurai,
Kallakurichi, Theni, Sivagangai, Namakkal, Nilgiris, Salem, and Tenkasi.

Once an area is notified as a Reserve Forest, the provisions of the Forest

(Conservation) Act, 1980 become applicable, conferring the highest level of legal

protection to forests recorded in Government records.

Through these sustained efforts, the Government of Tamil Nadu continues to
reinforce its commitment for conserving forests, protecting biodiversity and
securing ecological stability for future generations.




DINDIGUL
DISTRICT

Dindigul District situated in central Tamil Nadu, Dindigul
is home to the iconic Dindigul Fort (Dindigul Malai
Kottai), @ major tourist landmark. The district is known
for its traditional lock-making and leather industries
and has a thriving handloom sector. Kodaikanal, one of
Tamil Nadu's most popular hill stations, is also located

in Dindigul.
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VILPATTI RESERVED FOREST

Dindigul District | Vilpatti Village
40.66.00 Hectares

Date of Gazette Notification 05/06/2024
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KOTTUR RESERVED FOREST

®

Dindigul District | Kottur Village

]
[b]

31.74.0 Hectares
Date of Gazette Notification 10/07/2024
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NARIYUTHU RESERVED FOREST

X, | Dindigui District. | Nariyuthu Village

9% | 33.79.5 Hectares
Date of Gazette Notification 05/04/2023
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SIRUMALAI WEST FOREST BLOCK - 1 BIT IV

‘Dindigul District | Sirumalai Village

509530 Hegtares "

' Date of Gazette Notification25/05/2022
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SIRUMALAI WEST
FOREST BLOCK I BIT I

Dindigul District | Sirumalai Village
309.46.0 Hectares

Date of Gazette Notification 19/10/2022



SIRANGATTUPATTI FOREST BLOCK-III

@ . Dindigul District | Sirangattupatti Village
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SIRANGATTUPATTI FOREST BLOCK - IV

C@_., ' Dindigul District | Sirangattupatti Village
9% | 53.66.00 Hectares

‘ Date of Gazette Notification 05.03.2025



~ JAMBUTHIRAIKOTTAI FOREST BLOCK-Il

Dindigul District | Jambuthuraikottai Village

25.36.0 Hectares




A.KOMBAI FOREST BLOCK - |

‘Dindigul District | _qu_l'_a'patti Village c_@, Dindigul District | -AiKombai Village
139.07.00 Hectares 92 | 40.54.50 Hectares
# - Date of Gazette Notification 10.07.2024 ' Date of Gazette Notification 05.03.2025
3 e i % :“g- : "*'f:_?‘z:»r s -y & ! ,' # x >




MOONGILPATTY BLOCK - |

c@_._,-, Dindigul District. | Chellappanaickenpatti Village
~ P92 | 135.88 Hectares

| Date of Gazette Notification 07.12.2022
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A.KOMBAI FOREST BLOCK - i 7 ' - R B N o

L Dindigul District | A.Kombai Village % % i 5SS
293 | 37.12.00 Hectares
- Date of Gazette Notification 12.03.2025
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Dindigul Distriet | Velayuthampalayam Village

110.02.00 Hectares

| Date of Gazette Notification - 10.09.2025
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KUTTAM RESERVED FOREST . | e VERIYAPPUR FOREST BLOCK RF

Dindigul District | Kuttam Village - Dindigul District | Veriyappur Village

3.90.0 Hectares 97.21.50 Hegtares
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Date of Gazette Notification : 12/04/2023




KETHAIYARUMBU FOREST BIOCK
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» ;" c_@_., Dindigul District | KdmberipattiVillage
v P9 381100 Hectares: ~ - P
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SITHARGALNATHAM RESERVED FOREST

c@; Dindigul District | Sithargalnqthal};Village

ETHILODU FOREST BLOCK -1l (.BIT | AND I1)

Dindigul District | Ethilodu Village
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THE NILGIRIS
DISTRICT

The Nilgiris is renowned for its cool climate, breathtaking
landscapes, and rich biodiversity. Major towns include
Ooty (Udhagamandalam), Coonoor, and Gudalur, all
popular tourist destinations. Situated at the tri-junction
of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Karnataka, the district is also
known for its tea estates, coffee plantations, and the
cultivation of vegetables like carrots and potatoes.
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<> Nilgiris District | Kilkundah Village

% 22.21 Hectares

Date of Gazette Notification 29.05.2024
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CHERUMULLI FOREST BLOCK -2

c_@, | Nilgiris District | Cherumulli Village _ S . <

£9%  15.31.0 Hectares

!
- Date of Gazette Notification 23/02/2022



Nilgiris District | O'Valley Village
14.00.0 Hectares

Date of Gazette Notification 06/04/2022
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c@, Nilgiris District | O'Valley Village
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_BASERMALAI FOREST BLOCK -8 '

Nilgiris Distriot | -O'Valley Village
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YELLAMALAI FOREST BLOCK-2
Nilgiris District | O'Valley Village

136.66.0 Hectares

Date of Gazette Notification 29/05/2024
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"PEECHANAKOLLI ADDITION FOREST BLOCK

| 29.74.5 Hectares

Date of Gazette Notification 29/05/2024




KURUMERMALAI FOREST BLOCK - 2

KURUMERMALAI FOREST BLOCK - | ¢ 1
c@, Nilgiris District | O'Valley Village i il . : i c@, Nilgiris District | O'Valley Village
; ; 0% | 12.18.0 Hectares
Date of Gazette Notification 29/05/2024
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NADUGANIKUNNU
ADDITION FOREST BLOCK

c@_-, Nilgiris District | Devala Village

O

E@% 20.20.0 Hectares

Date of Gazette Notification 01.03.2022




TENKASI
DISTRICT

Established in 2019, Tenkasi is known for its pleasant

weather and lush landscapes. The Chittar and Hanumanadhi
rivers support extensive agricultural activity in the region. The
district is home to attractions such as the Chitharal Jain
Monuments and the famous Coutrallam Falls, a major tourist
destination.
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DHARMAPURI &/~
DISTRICT ¢

Dharmapuri District Located in the north-western part of
Tamil Nadu, Dharmapuri is known for its religious sites,
historical importance, and natural beauty. Bordered by
the river Kaveri, nearly 30% of the district is under forest
cover, and it lies along a major elephant migratory
route. Popular attractions include Hogenakkal Falls,
Adhiyamankottai, the Subramanya Siva Memorial at
Papparapatti, Rajaji Memorial at Thorapalli, and the
Krishnagiri Dam. The district’'s economy is largely
agrarian, heavily dependent on monsoon rains and
irrigation systems.




. NAGARKQODALFOREST BLOCKII.

Nagarkoodal Village

Dharmapurt District |

/66085 Hectares

| Date of Gazette Notification 18042022 :

Dharmapuri District | Nagarkoodal Village
39.92.5 Hectares

Date of Gazette Notification 25/05/2022






Dharmapuri District | Akkamanahalli Vill

6.71.50 Hectares
Date of Gazette Notification 24.09.2025
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SIVAGANGAI
DISTRICT

Carved out of Ramanathapuram, Sivagangai became

a separate district in 1985. It is known for its temples
exemplifying Dravidian architectural brilliance. Karaikudi,
famous for its Chettinad architecture, cuisine, and
bronze-casting traditions, is a major attraction within
the district.




KALATHUR BIT-I & || RESERVED FOREST

"‘c!: S“vagair%al Blstrlct | Kalathur Village _.‘-_;_- e R - ' —— e, @ v— e | Sivagangai District | Melappidavur Village
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PPAL! " POOSALAKUDI RESERVED FOREST

- KAPPALUR BIT-I, 11, Il R

|*Poosalakudi Village
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Date of Gazette Notification 05/04/2023

' Date of Gazette Notification 15/11/2023
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THENI
DISTRICT

Theni District is Located at the foothills of the Western
Ghats and sharing a border with Kerala, Theni district
was created from the erstwhile Madurai district. It is
known for scenic attractions such as the Vaigai Dam,
Kumbakarai Falls in Periyakulam, and Suruli Falls in
Uthamapalayam. The district also includes significant
Reserved Forests patches.



x
(@)
1
a ]
qy
L
o
O
TR
:
<
=
L
<
I

R

2,836.33.00 Hectares

C_@_, Theni District | Megamalai and Narayanathevanpatti hill Village

‘_'@‘_' _

Date of Gazette Notification 12.09.2025



1

D FOREST

P AT

I’GﬁRESERVE

-

5.95.50 Hectares

: 'I. ‘#‘...

v
b 48
-
"

Date of Gazette Notification 02/08/2023




! A\ e vﬁhvg’xﬂi:r"'\ A ; ]
-3 y \F | l i
® X
. g : . 4
i A4 1 i . le : r . “1 :
.‘ ‘: .j! £ ) :
, ..1"
Je 'I 2 ' ‘ . I ,
‘\n A & F_._ 8| 5 |
& 8 GANDAMANUR EAST.
N RESERVED FOREST-EXTENSION
Theni District | Thevaram Village c@, Theni District | Kadamalaigundu Village
< 27.22.0 Hectares {@} 8.53 Hectares . s
o Date of Gazette Notification 05.04.2023

Date of Gazette Notification 08.02.2023




23,

20

08.

| Thamaraikulam Village

s

119.09.5 Hectares
‘ Date of Gazette Notification 09

VELLAIKARADU RESERVED FOREST

c_@, ‘ Theni District

)

, @m@ § e yb
m:,m\ mv . oy . p
T |

3.

B TR T ey B TR R
W T e AR " gim U AR aF % f8
W e - =1 . P - ‘ ) -

By o Rl e % u..?...;..hrt.a det S® e

¥

e o B

-

L™ W i
o . - i
o c. M
k. E
43 ) Nu
PR AT [ |
¥ .. 4 -F.‘. M 5 P
Y e o o
ol IRy Rie

- .

T
. i ,wu‘
i bk g LY, L
« o R T . V]
.ﬁwmﬁfﬁumﬁq b
o L 2 r “
TR SR “ :

Ve

ye .‘-‘;.“_;
g

Tw. T |

' 5.50 Hectares

" ALAGAPURI RESERVED FOREST







MADURAI
DISTRICT

Madurai district is one of the oldest continuously inhabited
cities in Tamil Nadu and a major cultural centre. The
world-famous Meenakshi Amman Temple, an outstanding
example of Dravidian architecture, draws millions of devotees
and tourists every year. The district is an important hub for
commerce, education, and healthcare, and also includes
several Reserved Forests areas despite its largely urban
character.




B Xk \UTipRoREST BLOCK “ THALLAKAKUTTU FOREST BLOCK

- Madurai District | Kalluthu Village
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J Madurai District | Pallappatti Village
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KALLIKUTTUKARADU
MAMALAI EXTENSION FOREST BLOCK RESERVED FOREST
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Madurai District | Silambakonpatti Village Madurai District | Pallappatti Village
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KALLAKURICHI
DISTRICT

Kallakurichi district carved out of Viluppuram district in
2019, Kallakurichi comprises both hilly and plain terrains.
Often referred to as the ‘Home of Agriculture,’ the district
hosts a large cluster of rice-processing units. The rivers
Komukhi, Manimutharu, Gedilam, and Thenpennaiyar
flow through this region, supporting its agricultural
productivity.
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FOREST BLOCK 2
KaltakurichiDigtish. "'_.‘I._.nr_l_h'adu village 4.

| 638.50 Hectares
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Date of GazetteNotifioation: 23/27/2025




CHERAPATTU FOREST BLOCK A
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DISTRICT

Salem, popularly known as the “Steel City,” has a strong
industrial base with steel production and magnesite
mining. It is also notable for mango cultivation and silk
weaving. The district is surrounded by hills, including the
well-known Yercaud hill station.
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Salem District | Manjini Village

180.69.50 Hectares
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Salem District |- Kurichi Village * -
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NAMAKKAL
DISTRICT

Formed in 1997 after being separated from Salem,
Namakkal is one of Asia’s largest egg-producing regions.
The district derives its name from Namagiri, a striking
rock formation at the centre of the town. Attractions
include the historic Rock Fort, which spans nearly one
and a half acres. While the northern part of the district is
mountainous, the southern region comprises plains. Its
thriving poultry industry has earned it the name “Poultry
Town.”
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Deep gratitude and appreciation to all those who have extended their support and
assistance at various stages of this work.

Sincere thanks are due to the officers and staff for their support from,
Forest, Revenue ,Law And Tamil Development Department
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